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Project Name:   Lancaster Urban Farming In it iat ive Vert ica l Greenhouse  

Award Category:   Tak ing Care of  What We Have  

Project Participants:  TONO Group 

     TONO Archi tec ts,  LLC, Des igner  

Lancaster Urban Farming In it iat ive,  Developer  

Vert ica l Harvest of  Jackson Hole,  P roject  Partner  

Lancaster Park ing Author i ty,  Project  Partner  

Web Links:    Lancaster Park ing Author i ty Project Overv iew  

Contact Information:  Chr is ty Weaver  

Director  of  Market ing & Communicat ions  

TONO Group 

 cweaver@tonogroup.com 

 717.735.8166 

 
 
 

https://www.lancasterparkingauthority.com/farm-to-sidewalk-lancaster-vertical-greenhouse-hopes-to-build-on-wyoming-model/
mailto:cweaver@tonogroup.com
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The nonprof i t  Lancaster Urban Farming In it iat ive  is  work ing with local  and nat ional 
par tners  to produce 10-20 acres of  fresh vegetables  atop Pr ince Street Garage. 
Ideal ized as a ver t ica l  greenhouse in the heart  of downtown Lancaster ,  the expans ive 
g lass and s teel s tructure wil l  demonstrate new ini t ia t ives in urban farming whi le 
explo it ing otherwise underut i l ized public  space.  A publ ic/pr ivate venture,  i t  wi l l  
produce year -round harvests  of produce,  herbs and f lower ing p lants for  local  food 
d istr ibutors and ins t i tu t ions inc luding LGH/Penn Medic ine.  The $17 mi l l ion project has 
been conceptual ized by TONO Group and endorsed by the Mayor ’s  off ice and 
Lancaster Park ing Author i ty.  
 
 

 

 

Inspired by Vert ical  Harvest of Jackson Hole,  Wyoming, the f irs t  ever ver t ica l 
greenhouse of  i ts  k ind in the United States, Lancaster City ’s  ver t ica l greenhouse 
project  wi l l  es tabl ish large-scale urban farming in Lancaster County.  
 
The project has been spearheaded by the Lancaster  Urban Farming In it iat ive  (LUFI) .  
LUFI is  a  nonprof i t  founded by a group of  entrepreneurs  aiming to redevelop 
underut i l ized urban inf rastructure to support  farming in i t ia t ives  and enhance the local  
community.  When completed, Lancaster ’s Vert ica l Greenhouse wi l l  prov ide jobs  to 
d isabled and d isadvantaged people ,  increase the avai labi l i ty  of  fresh produce to c ity  
res idents , and beaut i fy the downtown area.  
 
Work ing with Ver t ica l  Harvest  of  Jackson Hole,  the Lancaster City  Mayor ’s  off ice,  and 
the Lancaster  Parking Author i ty,  LUFI has chosen Pr ince Street Garage, a long West  
Orange Street,  as  the locat ion for  the project .  Corey Fogarty , LUFI Board Pres ident,  
contracted wi th TONO Group to produce the conceptual  des ign o f  the mult i -story 
hydroponic  greenhouse.  The concept is  a g lass and steel  struc ture.  Expansive g lass 
wal ls wi l l  absorb ample sunl ight ,  as the greenhouse ’s  upper levels  wi l l  u t i l ize ver t ica l  
growing carousels , hydroponic  and LED systems, and susta inable energy sources  to 
produce up to 20 acres of vegetables.  
  
Plans for this  project  wi l l  improve community in fras tructure, ut i l ize underperforming 
street  space,  promote local ly grown crops, and demonstrate Lancaster  County ’s 
commitment  to wor ld-c lass farming pract ices and technological  advancement.  I t  may 
generate nat ional at tent ion and act as a cata lyst  for  fur ther  susta inable development 
in c it ies across Pennsylvania and the ent ire country.  
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LUFI ’s Vert ica l Greenhouse concept  was inspired by Ver t ica l  Harvest  of Jackson Hole,  
Wyoming.  The fo l lowing images,  prov ided by Vert ica l Harvest ,  i l lust rate the or ig inal  
greenhouse concept  and successfu l  construct ion  a long a park ing garage in Jackson 
Hole.  
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The fo l lowing are a sampl ing of  news art ic les wr it ten in ant ic ipat ion of  LUFI ’s Vert ica l 
Greenhouse development.  
 
 
WGAL 

 
 
ABC27 

 
 
 
Central Penn Business Journal 

 
 
 
LNP 

 
 

https://www.wgal.com/article/lancaster-parking-garage-could-add-vertical-hydroponic-greenhouse/5981772
https://www.wgal.com/article/lancaster-parking-garage-could-add-vertical-hydroponic-greenhouse/5981772
https://www.abc27.com/news/local/lancaster/vertical-greenhouse-plans-move-forward/
https://www.abc27.com/news/local/lancaster/vertical-greenhouse-plans-move-forward/
https://www.cpbj.com/downtown-lancaster-one-step-closer-to-housing-17m-vertical-greenhouse/
https://www.cpbj.com/downtown-lancaster-one-step-closer-to-housing-17m-vertical-greenhouse/
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/plans-advancing-for-16m--17m-high-tech-greenhouse-along-prince-street-garage/article_b7cfadfa-ad6a-11e8-b865-9367abb1fe46.html
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/plans-advancing-for-16m--17m-high-tech-greenhouse-along-prince-street-garage/article_b7cfadfa-ad6a-11e8-b865-9367abb1fe46.html
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Hort iDai ly  

 
 
 
Project Green Lancaster  

 

https://www.hortidaily.com/article/6037234/us-pa-60-000-sq-ft-vertical-greenhouse-to-bolster-lancaster-s-less-fortunate/
https://www.hortidaily.com/article/6037234/us-pa-60-000-sq-ft-vertical-greenhouse-to-bolster-lancaster-s-less-fortunate/
http://projectgreenlancaster.millersville.edu/index.php/2019/12/12/making-use-of-unusable-land/
http://projectgreenlancaster.millersville.edu/index.php/2019/12/12/making-use-of-unusable-land/

