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Green Sprouting from Rooftops in Lancaster County
Monies Still Available Through LCPC for Roof Greening Projects
Green projects are growing in
importance across the country, especially
in Lancaster County, Pa., where green
literally sprouts from rooftops thanks to the
Lancaster County Roof Greening Project
and a state grant with funds still available.

Almost $200 thousand for model
roof greening projects is still
available through the Lancaster
County Roof Greening Project.
“In 2008, Lancaster County received
a $479 thousand PA Department of
Environmental
Protection
Energy
Harvest Grant to green 79,000 square
feet of roof in Lancaster County’s urban
areas,” said Scott Standish, director of the
Long Range and Heritage Division of the
(Rooftops continued on page 2)

Rick Seavey, the president of National Novelty Brush Company in Lancaster, Pa., enjoyed some time with his
daughter, Madeline, during a maintenance check on his roof four months after initially planted.

Fall 2009 Master Planner Program
Begins Sept. 17
LCPC’s Master Planner Program
assists municipal officials, planning and
zoning commission members, business
leaders and other Lancastrians enhance
their knowledge of good planning
principles, techniques and “best practices.”
The goal of the 11-week course, which
is open to nonresidents, is to encourage
students to apply the knowledge they gain
to promote and sustain “smart growth”
communities.
The Fall 2009 program begins
Sept. 17 and ends on Dec. 3. Students
will have not have class on Thanksgiving
day. Graduation is planned the evening

of Dec. 3. The course will be held
Thursday evenings from 6:30 p.m. to
9 p.m. at the Lancaster County Public
Safety Training Center. Some sessions with
on-site tours begin at 4 p.m. and end earlier.
One session will be replaced with an all day
field trip to Lancaster County and Exton
area Smart Growth communities.
Full participation in the program
results in recognition and certification as a
“Master Planner” by the Lancaster County
Planning Commission (LCPC). To achieve
Master Planner Certification, candidates
must meet the following requirements:
(Master Planner continued on page 2)

Lancaster County
Smart Growth Toolbox
FEATURED TOOL

Agritourism Guidelines
www.co.lancaster.pa.us/toolbox/
Story on page 3
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1. Maximum participation
2. Class participation and completion of
homework assignments
3. Independent Study paper and
presentation
A registration from is available
at www.co.lancaster.pa.us/planning by
selecting Educational Opportunities on the
left of your screen. A $285 registration fee
covers basic expenses (resource materials,

speaker fees, travel, etc.). Enrollment is
limited. Please complete the registration
form to reserve you place.
The curriculum for the Fall 2009
Master Planner Program includes economic development; housing issues; comprehensive, municipal, multi-municipal,
transportation and heritage planning;
agriculture preservation; and an independent study project. Each class will feature

a variety of speakers with expertise in the
subject area. The framework of the course
encourages sharing experiences, recognition of problems and solutions, and an
increased awareness of the value gained
from smart land use planning.
If you have any questions, please
contact Liz Smith, LCPC Education and Communications Leader, at
smithe@co.lancaster.pa.us v
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Lancaster County Planning Commission.
The Energy Harvest Grant program is
intended to provide a stimulus for proven
technologies that reduce our energy use,
improves our environment, supports
economic development and enhances our
quality of life. Goals of the Roof Greening
Project include energy conservation,
reduced stormwater runoff, urban cooling
and local job creation.
Recipients receive about $5 per
square foot planted. Several projects are
in the pipeline.
There are requirements that a project
must meet to qualify for funding. “Projects
should be greater than 3 thousand square
feet to achieve better economies of scale
and planting must be completed by March
2010,” explained Fritz Schroeder of LIVE
Green. “It is wise to determine whether
the building can withstand the additional
weight of a vegetated roof.” An extensive
green roof, which consists of three to
four inches of growing media and plants,
generally weighs around 26 pounds per
square foot saturated.
In addition to LCPC, partners in the
Lancaster County Roof Greening Project
include Millersville University’s Department
of Earth Sciences, the Sierra Club, the
Susquehanna Sustainable Business Network,
the Lancaster County Parks Department,
the Lancaster County Conservation District

Photo taken by Elijah Yearick

Close up of National Novelty Brush roof plantings approximately in June 2009. Sedum, a low-growing
succulent, covers the warehouse roof, reducing inside temperatures by 10 – 15 degrees during the summer.

and L.I.V.E. Green, an Urban Greening
Initiative that supports projects to increase
livability in Lancaster City.
As part of the project, the Department
of Earth Sciences at Millersville University
is studying the environmental impact of
green roofs and seek to quantify direct
environmental enhancement of watersheds
and airsheds. In addition, they are looking
for reductions in nitrogen oxide, volatile

organic compounds (VOCs), sensible heat
flux and solar and terrestrial radiation
flux.
For more information, visit
www.lancasterroofgreening.org. Those
interested in funding for completing
and maintaining a green roof in the
county’s urban areas are encouraged to
contact the LCPC’s Mary Gattis-Schell at
717-299-8333. v
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New Tool in ENVISION Smart Growth Toolbox
Goes Live on LCPC’s Website

There are many opportunities for Agritourism
in Lancaster County. Agritourism Guidelines
featured this month on the ENVISION
Smart Growth Toolbox can be found at
www.co.lancaster.pa.us/toolbox.
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Agritourism Guidelines, featured as
the new tool this month on LCPC’s new
Smart Growth Toolbox, provides a wealth
of information. Check out this “how to”
resource for agriculture and rural economic
development. See the navigation bar on
the left onscreen to access the toolbox at
www.co.lancaster.pa.us/toolbox and click
on Featured Tool. Agriculture and rural
economic development.
The Lancaster County Planning
Commission recommends that the
following items be included when drafting
specific effective agritourism regulations
at the local level:
• Farm Size and General Definitions
• Liability & Safety Issues

• Visitor Management
• Visitor Service
• Transportation
Lancaster
County’s
Model
Agritourism Guidelines are for local
municipalities that wish to implement
sustainable agritourism strategies to allow
for the continued prosperity of the county’s
family farms. The guidelines discuss
appropriate agritourism enterprises and
supply model zoning language to allow
for agritourism in rural areas.
To learn more about the guidelines,
please contact Scott Standish, Director of
the Long Range and Heritage Division,
LCPC at 717-299-8333 or via e-mail at
standish@co.lancaster.pa.us v
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(left to right): James Cowhey (LCPC Executive
Director), Bob Dunn, Jean Cutler, Jack Phillips, Stacie
Reidenbaugh, Rebecca French, Lloyd Chapman,
Nathan Roth, Jeremy Young, Tom Ballman, Ken
Hornbeck, Whitney Duncan, David Sinopoli, Brian
McElroy, John Keylor, Sonia Huntzinger, André Perry,
Liz Smith (LCPC Education and Communications
Leader), Floyd Grove and Lee Young.

Lancaster County Board of Commissioners
Dennis P. Stuckey, Chairman
Scott Martin, Vice-Chairman
Craig Lehman
Lancaster County Planning Commission
Dennis Groff, Chairperson
Ray D’Agostino, Vice-Chairperson
Virginia Brady
		
Leo S. Lutz
Timothy Roschel		

Noelle Fortna, Secretary
Mark Hiester
Thomas M. McDermott
Matthew Young

James R. Cowhey, AICP, LCPC Executive Director

2009

Team

Editor: Liz Smith
Graphic Designer: Marie Quigg
For e-mail & address change, please contact:

Newsletter
150 N. Queen Street, Suite #320
Lancaster, PA 17603
(717) 299-8333
or e-mail: hahn@co.lancaster.pa.us
www.co.lancaster.pa.us/planning

Newsletter is published by the Lancaster County Planning Commission and is dedicated to sharing knowledge about information on urban and
regional planning issues affecting Lancaster County. The purpose of the newsletter is to inform and promote more effective and equitable planning.
is free and made available by contacting Liz Smith at (717) 299-8333.

